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Jinbin Chen’s delicate color palettes create environments that house his male subjects in 
themes of vulnerability, fragility, honesty, and comfort. These spaces seek to uncover a 
language of intimacy that excludes the sexually explicit, and rather, paint his own vocabulary 
of desire: a vernacular that absorbs a viewer’s gaze. In his portraiture, the masculine traverses 
a terrain of liminal gender dispositions that embrace the freedom of becoming sans societal 
boundaries of gender. In its essence, Chen’s work depicts the encounter of bodies, those 
significant and seemingly insignificant, that have the potential to impact the trajectory of one’s 
life. Bridging his practice to the personal, Chen excavates topics on gender temperament, 
sexuality, inbetweeness, the abject, identification and differentiation.  

Jinbin Chen Tianyi was born in Guangdong, raised in Xiamen, China and is currently based in 
Oslo, Norway. He received his MFA from the Oslo National Academy of the Arts in 2021 and 
his BFA from the Royal Academy of Art, The Hague, in 2019. Chen is a recipient of the The 
Cultural Council Project Grant, Norway; BKV Project Grant, Norway; and a recent nominee for 
the Blixsprisen Award, Denmark. Chen’s work is included in the collections of the Institute of 
Contemporary Art, Miami, FL and Denver Art Museum, Denver, CO, amongst others. Recent 
exhibitions include Prophecies of the Post-Angel Era, Kunstnerforbundet, Oslo, Norway (2023); 
Swallow Mountain, Drain Sea, Linseed Projects, Shanghai, China (2023); Myth of the Cherry 
Tree, Standard (Oslo), Oslo, Norway (2023), and his U.S. debut, solo exhibition, Returnees, at 
Michael Kohn Gallery, Los Angeles, CA (2022). 
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